










  
 

 
 

 
Photo at Mid Ohio courtesy of Daniel Mainzer Photography. 

 
Bruce jumped out of his car and onto an airplane home. John, Ian and I continued on. That 
was the Healey Challenge done, now it was onto the Healey Clubs of America Conclave at 
Winston Salem North Carolina. We drove until we got tired and stopped in a yet another 
truck stop and then continued on to the Autocross and Funkhana at the fairgrounds in 
Winston Salem. Bruce D had also driven overnight so that our cars would be there for us to 
compete.  
 
Ian and I were the only ones really interested in this style of event but John Rowe decided it 
looked like a bit of fun and joined in too. It was a little drizzly with rain so Ian changed Esme 
to wet weather tyres. Having never done an Autocross before the three of us threw caution 
to the wind and went for it. I had a screamer of a run and clocked a marginally faster time 
than Ian who was marginally quicker than John.  
1st, 2nd and 3rd outright to Australia. If that wasn’t bad enough Ian and I placed 5th in the 
funkhana even after doing it backwards (set up for left hand drive cars). 
 
Well that was the Readers Digest version of a nine week tour. The organization involved by 
so many people that all came together was truly amazing. All the partying, campfire nights, 
cook outs, wine consumed, food eaten and friendships forged I have only skimmed over. To 
do the adventure and everyone involved justice this report would be as thick as War and 
Peace. 
 
 
 


